Pamidronate-induced remission of pain associated with hypertrophic pulmonary osteoarthropathy in chemoendocrine therapy-refractory inoperable metastatic breast carcinoma.
We describe an extremely rare case of a woman with pulmonary metastatic disease from breast cancer, who presented with features of hypertrophic pulmonary osteoarthropathy (HPOA). Pain associated with HPOA may be extremely disabling and resistant to treatment. Treatment with pamidronate, an inhibitor of osteoclastic bone resorption, given every 2 weeks by i.v. drip infusion, led to rapid disappearance of uncontrolled pain caused by HPOA.